Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 39

Issue 2

Article 3

January 2007

Letter to the Editors
Michigan Reading Journal

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
Journal, Michigan Reading (2007) "Letter to the Editors," Michigan Reading Journal: Vol. 39 : Iss. 2 , Article
3.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol39/iss2/3

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

Letter to the Editors
Dear Editors:
We are so glad to hear that you have revived the letters to the editor section of the Michigan Reading Journal.
Attached please find a letter which members of the Literacy Studies Unit of Western Michigan University
"penned" (actually keyboarded) hoping it would reach a large audience:
The Office oflnspector General (OIG) of the United States Department of Education, the office charged with
conducting audits, investigations, and inspections of education programs and operations, published its Final
Inspection Report on the management, administration, and policies of Reading First established under the
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 this past fall. The OIG's findings indicate that ethics may have been left
behind in educating millions of our nation's young learners. Because the impact and implications of these
findings have not enjoyed a wide readership and these implications have serious consequences for the literacy
education of thousands of our nation's young learners, their teachers and your tax dollars, you, the readership
should know the salient points of the Inspector General's Report.
The OIG Report exposes instances of corruption and misconduct by Reading First officials who: improperly
selected members of review panels that awarded large grants to states; insisted grantees do business with
favored textbook publishers; and unlawfully influenced the development of public school curricula by only
approving grant applications that included specific materials published by publishing houses with whom
panelists had "significant professional connections to a teaching methodology that requires the use of a specific reading program."
These findings impact Reading First schools, their teachers, students and parents. Many teachers have
been stripped of decision-making about their students; students, the most vulnerable among us, are given a
one-size fits all literacy program that may not meet their literacy development needs; and hundreds of school
districts are scrambling to follow curricular dictates founded on cronyism involving billions of your tax dollars!
Leading national and international reading organizations are outraged and have called for further investigations. Some individuals have gone so far as to suggest revoking all Reading First grants.
As professional reading educators and researchers who support and prepare both pre-service and in-service
teachers, we believe literacy to be a complex social and cultural process. Research consistently shows that
teacher expertise is what matters most, not a single packaged program intended to script teachers. With over
100 collective years of teaching and research in literacy, we speak out against mismanagement that leads to
federal/state coercion which requires school district officials, teachers, and students to follow materials not
based on students' needs and devoid of teacher decision-making.
Further, public school teachers, our colleagues, have been unfairly treated in their ability to make decisions
regarding their students' needs due to mismanagement of Reading First funds. Teachers are hard-working,
dedicated professionals who know their students and have the necessary literacy expertise to make decisions
regarding literacy practices-not lobbyists nor agencies far removed from the students, and certainly not
those engaged in unlawful business practices resulting in financial gain.
We truly do put reading, teachers, and children first and want no child left behind. Unfortunately, officials in
charge of managing Reading First Grants actually put greed and cronyism ahead of America's children and
compromised both the reading profession and your children's education.
Members of The Literacy Unit of Western Michigan University (in alphabetical order),
Gayle Ahleman, M.A. Reading Specialist
Allison Baer, Ph.D.
Lauren Freedman, Ph.D.
Esther Gray, Ph.D.
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Jill Hermann-Wilmarth, Ph.D.
Susan V. Piazza, Ed. D.
Karen F. Thomas, Ph.D.
Paul T. Wilson, Ph.D.
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EDITORIAL REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS

If you are currently a member of the MRI Editorial Review Board, or if you would like to volunteer your
expertise as a new member of the board, please take a moment to complete the following form. We would
like to thank you for the valuable service you perform for the literacy community. It is important that each
manuscript submitted to MRI receives a fair reading by three of the author's peers. We send potential
articles to professionals at all levels-early childhood, elementary, intermediate, middle and high school,
university, and adult literacy specialists. Your commitment is important to the continued excellence of our
state journal.
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Please provide information about yourself, addressing your experience, your preferred area of
reviewing, i.e., elementary reading, high school writing, adult literacy, etc.; any editorial review
board experience, current or past; how often you would consider reviewing manuscripts. If there is
additional information you think would help us select manuscripts that would match your strengths,
please include that also. Thank you for volunteering to serve as a member of the MRI Editorial
Review Board.
Please return to: Mary Jo Finney or Pat Gallant, University of Michigan-Flint, 303 East Kearsley,
Flint, MI 48502-1950
E-mail: mjfinney@umflint.edu or pgallant@umflint.edu
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